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The English language surrounds us like a sea and, like the
waters of the sea, it is full of mysteries. The music of spoken
English cannot easily be set down on paper. Written English
has always belonged to an educated minority and it gives
very little idea of how spoken English sounds, or of how
earlier varieties of English sounded. Language is always in a
state of change and these changes can happen very fast.
What is more, the changes that have taken place during the
long story of English have usually been uncontrollable.
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